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what the old Persian describes was the case of Fitnet and
her husband:

'Though the society of woman he to the man of pleasure
'The warrant of life and comfort, the bail of joy and delight,
'Yet with her the taper of converse may not be kindled,
'For while I talk of Heaven she talks of a thread.' 1

Fitnet Khanim was celebrated for her wit, and many sto-
ries are told concerning her which are strangely at variance
with current Western notions as to harem discipline, and
which, if they contain, or even reflect, anything of truth,
argue that poor Dervfsh can have had no easy task if he
endeavoured to control his sprightly wife. Here is an example
of these stories, which so far as I am aware, has never been
published, though it is widely known in Constantinople. 2
Fitnet Khanim is in the square before the Mosque of Bayezid,
one of a crowd of people who are choosing animals to offer
as sacrifices at the approaching Bayram festival. Her friend
the poet Hashmet, who is there also, comes up, and having
saluted her, says, 'Why are you wandering about here?'
'I am looking for a sacrifice/ replies Fitnet. 'Take your ser-
vant as your sacrifice,' rejoins the gay poet, whereon the
lady, perceiving the covert proposal in her friend's gallant

The jingle, asman u risman = Heaven and thread, is a Persian locution to
imply the confusion of incongruous things either intentionally or more usually,
as heie, thiough lack of discrimination. [To talk 'cats and camels' (shutur u
gurba) is another similar expression in Persian, used in the same way. ED.].

2 [In a latei pencil-note the author adds, however, that it has been printed
in a book entitled NewddiruVZurefd (Anecdotes of Wits). ED.].